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Sure, it’s your railroad 

Who else would want it? 



Why Model Oregon in Virginia? 



Why Oregon Coast Railroad? 



Why Not Spokane Portland & Seattle? 



The Challenge – Make the OCRR Believable 
Prototype References 



The Challenge – Make the OCRR Believable 

Focus for Decisions 

• Traffic Type & Volume 

• Engines & Cars 

• Terrain 

• Sense of Place  

• Industries 

• Structures & Vehicles 

 

Locate On Map & Set 

Time – Fall 1956 



Shortline Common Carrier with Log & Lumber Traffic 

The Challenge – Make the OCRR Believable 



The Challenge – Make the OCRR Believable 
Engines - Family Look and Function Appropriate 



The Challenge – Make the OCRR Believable 
Cabooses - Family Look 



The Challenge – Make the OCRR Believable 
Cars – Types and Time Period  

YES Hmmm… NO 



The Challenge – Make the OCRR Believable 
The Perils of Research 

SHPX 3337 leased to Hooker Tacoma, built 11-50, carries liquid chlorine 



Car Distribution 

Road Name Distribution 

Railroad # of Cars % of cars Total % 

OCRR 78 41% 41% 

NP 22 12% 53% 

SP&S 13 7% 60% 

SP 10 5% 65% 

Western 

Roads 

44 24% 89% 

Tank 

Cars 

9 4% 93% 

Eastern 

Roads 

14 7% 100% 

The Challenge – Make the OCRR Believable 



The Challenge – Make the OCRR Believable 
Trees, Bushes and Ground Cover 



Structure Kits – A Balancing Act 
The Good 

 Lots of them 

 Quality products 

 Easily available 

 Complete package 

 Learn as you build 

 



Structure Kits – A Balancing Act 
The not so good 

 Common 

 Often not rail worthy  

 Wrong materials 

 Make bad choices easy 



Structure Kits – A Balancing Act 

 
Choose thoughtfully - Kitbash, Multi-building industries 
Different purpose, paint scheme & signs 



The Challenge – Make the OCRR Believable 

Railworthy Industries 

Swift Packing House 



The Challenge – Make the OCRR Believable 

Railworthy Industries 

Astoria Harbor and Tillamook Lumber Mill 



The Challenge – Make the OCRR Believable 

Railworthy Industries 

Tillamook Cheese and  Christopher Paper Mill 



Vehicles and Signs 

The Challenge – Make the OCRR Believable 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Moxie.jpg


Lessons Learned 
 Learn from the masters but keep your vision 



Lessons Learned 
 Location & Era – decide early - save $ and time 



Lessons Learned 

 If it doesn’t work today, it won’t work tomorrow 



Lessons Learned 

 I built it, I can build it again 



Lessons Learned 
 Improvements can be incremental 

July 2015 
June 2012 

Paul Dolkos Photograph 

Great Model Railroads 2014 



Lessons Learned 
 Details matter 



How Operating Helps 
 Prototypical realism – modeling realism 

 Learn from others – your layout and theirs 

 Prototype  basis for decisions - track arrangements, 
engines, cars, industries,  and terrain 

 Encourages progress – you are hosting next Saturday 



Questions? 


