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About me 

¸ D&RGW & RGS summer 1951, HOn3 

¸ Since 1978 

¸ Tsunami user since 2005 

¸ Factory trained 2012 

¸ Small business in DCC & Sound installs 

¸ Home layout: two-level HOn3 in converted 
single garage 

¸ On30 layout with Tsunamis on the UK show 
circuit 2005 ï 2013.   

 



What we won't cover 

¸ Installation.   

¸ But we do have some tips 

¸ Diesels 

¸ Tho' quite a lot is applicable to Dismals. 

¸ We do mention Galloping Geese 

¸ Complex lighting  

¸ Not commonly found on steam locos 

¸ Stuff that's in common with all decoders 

¸ Speed tables, Consist settings, mostly 

¸ Econami 

¸ Iôm working on this for a future clinic 

¸ Settings for DC operation 

¸ Why would you bother? 

 



What we will cover 

¸ Steam locomotives - mainly 

¸ ñPurpleò Tsunamis, mainly 

¸ Applicable to some OEM locos (Blackstone, Bachmann On30é.) 

¸ Keep-Alive Capacitors 

¸ Speakers 

¸ choices, compromises 

¸ Getting it running nicely 

¸ Including the brakes 

¸ Setting up the Sound Properly 

¸ SoundCars 

¸ Getting the DDE working 

 

Slides at 
www.mickmoignard.com 



Some Assumptions 

¸ You're familiar with DCC 

¸ Using it to run trains 

¸ Programming, and What a CV is and does 

¸ You have, or will have, a decent DCC system 

¸ 8, 12 or more functions 

¸ Offers OPS mode 

¸ Has a Computer interface 

-Or you have a SPROG 

¸ You are aware of DecoderPro 

¸ And preferably,  use it 

 



Keep-Alive 

¸ Keep-alive capacitors 

¸ TSU1000: runs the processor only 

- Comes ready attached 

¸ TSU-750: runs everything 

- Do not miswire:  

¸ cap will explode and probably take decoder functions with it 

- You can add capacitance: add in PARALLEL 

¸ Note:  extra caps can affect your booster's short recovery capability 

¸ Keep-Alive should not be seen as an alternative to 
clean track, wheels and adequate pickups 

- You should Fix These Issues First 

 

 



Keep-Alive: CurrentKeeper 

¸ CurrentKeeper works well with TSU-750 

¸ Blue to blue, Black to Green/yellow 

¸ 36,000uf! 

¸ Gives ~2 secs full operation 

¸ Bachmann On30 Shay, headlight on, volume @ max 

¸ Get more  

¸ Marcus Amman's site 

- http://www.members.optusnet.com.au/mainnorth/alive.htm 

¸ Soundtraxx Currentkeeper documentation 

http://www.members.optusnet.com.au/mainnorth/alive.htm


Connectors: plugs and sockets 

¸ TCS do nice small 2- and 6-pin 

¸ And some really small ones 

¸ Also try: Mouser #: 575-501101 and 575-500101 

¸ Same as the TCS ones 

¸ Blocks of 50: cut off what you need 

¸ Be sure to wire with socket on the ñpoweredò side 

¸ Then it if it comes open, the decoder doesn't get blown 

¸ Use a foolproof arrangement (see next slide) 



Foolproof plug/socket 
Å Decoder in tender 
Å Socket on decoder 

Å Blue in centre 
Å White & yellow: lights 
Å Right rail and cam 
Å Motor on the outside 
 
If connected the wrong way 
round: 
Å Won't run: no power 
Å Power connected to cam 

input: no issue here 
Å Cam may power decoder: 
Å If it does runé 

Å Wonôt for long 
Å Will go backwards 
Å Lights wonôt work 

But no harm done!  

You can also spin the motor with clip leads on the outer two pins! 


