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Summary  

ÅRecap previously presented goals and 

philosophy of modeling a prototype RR.  

ÅDescription and History of Northwestern 

Pacific (NWP).  

Å Layout Design and Implementation.  

ÅSome selected problems and how they were 

addressed.  



Historical Modeling  

ÅReproduce ñlook and feelò of a prototype railroad set in a 

specific era. The layout itself becomes a model.  

ÅEmploys stagecraft scheme consisting of three equally 

important dimensions telling the story of the railroad.  

ÅStage and Props (landscape and geography, structures, 

track layout).  

ÅCast (motive power and rolling stock, human operators).  

ÅScript (Operational Scheme).  

ÅAll Three Subject to Selective Compression, Compromise, 

etc.  



Basic Requirements  

ÅChoice of Era (When).  

ÅSelection of Modeled Locations (Where).  

ÅOperational scheme (What).  



Primary Goal  

ÅHave an operating layout that recreates the 

essence of a selected prototype so that you 

and your visitors/fellow modelers can allow 

yourselves to live out the fantasy that you are 

operating that prototype at that time in history.  

 

ÅAbsolute accuracy is secondary to overall 

effect.      



Northwestern Pacific  
Tiburon to Eureka, 278 miles  

Tiburon 

Santa Rosa 

Willits 

Eureka 

Petaluma 

Schellville/Sonoma 

ÅPacked In:  Narrow gauge, dual gauge, 

trestles, bridges (including over waterways), 

tunnels, helper districts, long freights, 

overnight passenger and express service, 

street running, passenger and car ferries, 

electric (3rd rail and catenary).  

 

ÅColorful History:  Floods and landslides, 

dramatic train wrecks, exploding boilers, 

violent turf battles.  

 

ÅSettings : Mountains, forests, cliffs, rivers, 

tunnels, bridges, trestles, swampland, sea 

coasts, wharfs, farmland.  

 

Å Traffic:  Lumber, produce, rock and gravel, 

dairy, livestock.  

 

ÅEquipment:  Box cars, flat cars, reefers, 

hoppers, tank cars (including wine), 

streamline and heavyweight passenger, 

pulled by small and medium steam, road 

switchers, etc.  


